
ManagementpracticesForTurkeys

Turkeysarerearedformeatonlyanditsmeatistheleanestamongotherdomesticavian

species.Achievingthegeneticpotentialofturkeybreedsdependsonanappropriate

environment,goodfeedandwaterquality,aswellasaneffectivebiosecurityanddisease

controlprogramme.(CheckFarm Biosecurity)

Terminologies
AnadultmaleturkeyiscalledaTom

Anadultfemaleturkeyiscalledahen

Ayoungturkeyiscalledapoult

Practices
Theenvironmentinwhichturkeysaregrownmusttakeintoaccounttheirneedsandprotect

them from physicalandthermaldiscomfort,fearanddistress.

Poultsshouldbedebeakedtocontrolfeatherpickingandcannibalism.Debeakingcanbedone

atday10or3-5weeksofage.Removethebeakataboutonethirdthedistancefrom nostrilto

thetipofthebeak.

Removalofthesnoodordewbillcanbedoneatdayoldbyfingerpressureorat3weeksby

cuttingitoffclosetotheheadwithasharpscissors.

Thisistopreventheadinjuriesduringafight.ItisnotacommonpracticeinWestAfricabut

thiscanhelpinreducingthespreadofpoxviruswithinafarm.



Toeclippingisdoneatdayoldbyremovingthetipofthetoeincludingtheentiretoenail.

BenefitsofTurkeyMeat
Turkeymeatisaleanmeat.Peoplepreferitbecauseofitsleanestnature.Theprotein,fat,

energyvalueofturkeymeatare24%,6.6%,162Caloriesper100gm ofmeat.ItisrichinMineral

likepotassium,calcium,magnesium,iron,selenium,zincandsodium.Itisalsorichinessential

aminoacidsandvitaminslikeniacin,vitaminB6andB12.Itisrichinunsaturatedfattyacidsand

essentialfattyacidsandlowincholesterol.

Brooding
Theturkeywillstartlayfrom the30thweekofageanditsproductionperiodis24weeksfrom

thepointoflayandlayasmuchas60-100eggsannually.TheturkeyEggisnoticeablypointed

atoneendwithstrongshell.

Theincubationperiodis28daysinturkey.Therearetwomethodsofincubationnamelynatural

andartificial.

Naturallyturkeysaregoodbroodersandcanhatch10-15eggs.

Onlycleaneggswithgoodeggshellandshapeshouldbeplacedforbroodingtogetupto80%

hatchabilityandhealthypoults.

Inturkey0-4weeksofageknownasbroodingperiod.

Asaruleofthumb,lightshouldbesufficientastoreadanewspaperwhilestanding.

Lightshouldbeevenlydistributedinthehouse.

Forthefirstday,poultsshouldreceiveatleast1hourofdarkness.

Increaseperiodofdarknesseachdayuntilbirdsreceive8hoursofcontinuousdarknessby5to

10days.

Afterwards,poultsshouldhave8hoursofcontinuousdarknesspernight.

Turkeysarenotthebeststartersintheirlifeandwillreallyneedsomerealcaretogetthem

safelythroughthefirstfourweeksoflife.

Theaveragemortalityrateshouldnotexceed6-10%duringthisperiod.

Youngpoultsbynaturearereluctanttoeatanddrinkinthefirstfewdaysoflife,therefore,you

mightconsiderforcefeedingthem.

Turkeypoultsneeddoublehoverspaceascomparedtochicken.



Broodingdayoldpoultscanbedoneusinginfraredbulbsorgasbrooderandtraditional

broodingsystems.

Thefloorspacerequirementforbroodingperiodis1.5sq.ft.perbird.

Thebrooderhouseshouldbemadereadyatleast3daysbeforethearrivalofpoults.

Thelittermaterialshouldbewoodshavingsandnotsawdustornewspaperandshouldbe

spreadlightlyatfirst.

Draftshieldsmustbeinplacetopreventexcessivewindfrom gettingtothepoults.

Startingtemperatureis950Ffollowedbyweeklyreductionof50Fperweekupto4

weeksofage.Thisofcourse,dependsontheweathercondition.

ProductionSystems

Turkeyscanberearedinfree-rangesystem orintensivesystem.

Inthefreerangesystem,inoneacreoffencedlandyoucanrear200-300adultturkeys.

Sheltershouldbeprovidedfornestingduringthenight.

Theinherentdangeristheeffectofpredatorsduringscavenginganduncontrolledparasite

infestation.

Plantingoftreeswillprovideshadeandcoolerenvironmentduringtheday.

Toavoidlegweaknessandlamenessinfreerangingbirds,calcium shouldbesupplementedat

therateof250gm perweekperbird.

Feedcanbesupplementedwithvegetablewastetoreducethecostoffeed.

Turkeysinthefreerangesystem arehighlysusceptibleforinternalandexternalparasites.

Henceonceamonthdeworminganddippingisessentialtoimprovethegrowthofthebirds

Whenturkeysarerearedunderdeeplittersystem,thegeneralmanagementalconditionsare

similartothatofchickenbutcareshouldbetakentoprovideadequatefloor,watererandfeeder

spacetoaccommodatethelargebird.





NutritionalRequirements

AveragemaleturkeyWillconsume24-26kgoffeedbeforereachingmarketweightofabout

7.5kgin15weeks.Whileanaveragefemalewillconsume17-19kgtoreachmarketweightof

about4-5kgin18weeks.
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