
Haemonchosis

Haemonchuscontortusisahighlypathogenic,blood-feedingnematodeofsmallruminants,and

asignificantcauseofmortalitiesworldwide.

Haemonchosisisaparticularlysignificantthreatintropicalandsubtropicalregions,where

warm andmoistconditionsfavourthefree-livingstages.

Severehaemonchosisisassociatedwithsevereanaemiaandmortality.

Ithasbeenestimatedthateachworm sucksabout0.05mlofbloodperdaybyingestionor

seepagefrom lesions.

Predisposingcausesforhaemonchosisincludeovercrowding,lushpastures,warm andhumid

climaticconditionsandalowplaneofnutrition.

Thefrequencyandseverityofthediseaselargelydependsontherainfallinanyparticulararea.

Amongstdomesticanimals,sheepandGoatssuffermorefrequentlyfrom haemonchosis.

Inbothsheepandgoats,casesofHaemonchosisincreasewiththerainsandpeakduringrainy

season.

Younganimalsbelow9monthsoldhavebeenfoundtobeaffectedmore.Thismaybedueto

thefactthatwiththeadvancementofage,vigoroftheanimalbecomebetterandtheydevelop

resistanceagainsttheparasiticdiseases.

Thedetectionofimpendinghaemonchosisrelieschieflyonperiodicmonitoringforanaemiaor

throughfaecalworm eggcountsandotherlaboratoryprocedures.

ArangeofanthelminticsforuseagainstH.contortusisavailable,butinmostendemic

situationsanthelminticresistancesignificantlylimitstheavailabletreatmentoptions.

Effectivepreventiveprogrammesshouldaim topreventdiseaseoutbreakswhilemaintaining

anthelminticefficacy.

AppropriatestrategiesincludeanimalmanagementprogrammestoavoidexcessiveH.

contortuschallenge,geneticandnutritionalapproachestoenhanceresistanceandresilienceto

infection,andthemonitoringofH.contortusinfectiononanindividualanimalorflockbasis.
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